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PISHING. 

Hail ! gentle STaldi^ lead font 9iig 
Ye who on Erflim's bffiks hAw tlrayed 

Have tasted pleasures ripe; 
Describe tke stA^ieettf otydmWm, 
Point oqt yedp varied liAppineM^ 

Each scene of $lMd-li<t. 

Thou, PolyliymiA» fei<ile maid ! 
Who of tbe Dhae alofie not said, 

' To handle every theme ; 
Kindly asnst tiie novice hardy 
Pass not thy s«pf4iant uriiewd. 
Bat hdlp to pUm his s 
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The pleasing solitary joys 

The calm retreat from ciric noise. 

Of Angliog, rich delight ! 
I sing ; the balm of care and grief. 
Dull melaocholy's best relief, 

Ti^t Dgly bird of night. 

Angliog begins with early spring, 
Wheu the gay huntsmen cease to ring 

Thro* woods with cheering honnd : 
When woodcocks leave this b^py Isle, 
Traverse the seas with tedious toil. 

To seek their native gronad. 

Concludes not 'till ibe ripened grain. 
Spreads its rich bouDty o'ei the plain. 

And to .the sickle yields; 
'Till the loud fluttering partridge rear 
To full-fledged covies their young care. 

The feaUier'd gaine of fields. 

But, rightly to relate ew:b part. 
All the grand secrets of this art, 

l^nd thou, kiud muse, thy skill ; 
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In^Dct me to unfold tbe wh(de. 
With fertile thought inipire my soul. 
And dictate to my quilL 

The varioas flies shall first display 
Their different dresses, neat and gaiy. 

With which they lore the trout j 
Their curiom history we'll unf6ld, 
Rebte what's been by record told. 

And trace their story out. - 

Flies, by kind nature wer^ design'd. 
As food unto the iinny kind. 

Hence gradually appear ; 
Not all at once, in one month's spacer 
For so they'd cloy the scaly race. 

But throughout half the year. 

On different treesthey mostly breed. 
On leaves and tender buds they feed. 

The sun their common friend ; 
When he retreats they cease to fly. 
But, when he mounts the eastern sky. 

His summons they attend. 
A 3 
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Hast thoa fftr- seen 4^ 19 i^itaad ttataH* 
Pour frbm lb* Iri0« upw tike ptatss, 

Adom'4 m i^ried pkod F 
So on the streams^ from Idty bowers. 
These ItHectt aloop, ia cr»w£ng thowers. 

Nor d9 AejT t* tlw waten .flf , 
Purely to tafae tlie ^sh^s eye, 

For tutat a lABBtfaisd pf^. 
Their hunger qnell'd upon the trees. 
The 0ti^pw tfamr cmnng Adnt «ppcMe 

Twice ebQbr«tumi»gf ikiy. 

ButJe0.pB8ildnd, thmughtfairat vf gate, 
Traverse u^liipi tlK* uo^kmuuied vmub, 

And |(M«n thoMEe Tetnni; 
So flies, to slake their thirst, repair, 
Dovni^.tl(eMrssoMfmniaaid««yaii^ > 

T^ ^^•eawi oft pfvre tlidr am. 

Ftdl t^ffTcetwetre ^JKugAes-thBraave, 
W.hichlD'^Kribe iAlsU Ik mj oare. 
Their di^ie, their dress, their size : 
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How Afigler's formtbttr every part. 

How frem the hand of desft-oas -att. 

These mimic insects rise. 

Tbeir times-ef wattf ing, when they go 
From tops of fcreeste iVrettsM bdow; 

And when march off to feed : 
The seasons too, when eaeh takes place,- 
Thftt. first aUwes th&fitmy rftce, 

And tbfen vdhFea to breed. 

For an old artist j BKKh renownM,: 
For skill in Ang4iB|r, latdy foand. 

That several flies give birth. 
To iribet* ffee of diflferenfi hue; 
Andthuftia ^ianottfl rohes lenew^ 

Thieiv fkmaer state OB «u^- 

Klikl'aaltff» thva wiA tender esft, 
Freidi dainties dcJgi^g to prepare. 

For the shy trout's nice taste : 
Or else from plmdermg- man to guard, 
With varied food tbeso^ herd. 

By frequent dwigm^fteaM. • 
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The black aod blae with March cornea in, 
Dubb'd with the fur of black dog's skin. 

And water rats blae down -y 
For wings soipe' hackles far excel. 
Blue silk its rib can mimic well. 

From some fair damsel's gown. 

This from the bramble claims its birth. 
The bramble humblest shrub on earth,. , 

Not so its oQspring fly ; 
For with the reddish brown it vies, 
And in its watery victories. 

Shares always equally. 

On the same line the reddish brown, 
T' allure wit^ like success is known.. 

The destin'd trouts quick eye ; 
Dubb'd with the reddest fox's side. 
And brown swine hair with madder dyed, 

A certain killing fly. 

The wings of mottled partridge tail 

Or woodcock's hackle never fail. 

With ribs of copper dye : 
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Or witii dark woodcock wings anite. 

Red game cock hackle fed for 6ght, 

Which mimic well this fly. 

This reaches to the largest size 
Of aay that are call'd trout flies, 

To fem its being owes ; 
Is too a fly of hardy kind. 
And braves the cold or stormy wind, 

Fierce hail or driving snow. 

The dark blae next brmgs np his corps. 
Presents his myriads in a shower, 

Array'd in gloomy hue : 
Dubb'd with the house rats blaest hair. 
And dark snipe' hackles cull'd with care, 

With ribs of darkest blue. 

Then the light blae adjoins the trains. 
And ainple vengeance often gains. 

O'er trouts for lying waste. 
Her numeroas corps ; the rats light blae. 
With ribs of light blue silk agree. 

To please the fisli's taste. 
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With ira^ from grejr (ooek) tdow pnKVI, 
Or light snipe' hacUos ntatiy c»U'cl, 

This fly like fitte* citn kill ; 
Moves with the dark blae hand in hand. 
And thins the nnrn'rolu loaly htndt 

InMavcbuidAlcil. 

These from the sloethuiiw daim fluir Urtk, 
And both can boast iiitlu»ie wortiv 
' Whe« Iwk'd ia fti«idsypdcu> ; 
And though their season's in the spring, 
Yi^ they both s«rTe wifr &tal wing^ 
ThnmehMittJu fisfaerVyc*r. 

For pow'rfid aqvadroos fNU'd we see, 
NfflEt m the tiwvL Hm brown and U«e» 

Come mHUi$ m. the wind ; 
Of darlt snipe wing and rat blae hair. 
With foam's itn GSm^m'i tfith <larQ, 

AkiUmgfly ialaltd■ 
From «lden thw its birtii does elaim. 
Shrubs but <tf itiferior'faau. 

Is with the bare lag JQiB'dj 
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These two are of a hardy class. 
And in their feats most flies surpass, 
With powerful force combin'd. 

The hare lug 'fly with mottl'd corps. 
Downwards descends in thickest showers* 

To trouts a dreadful foe ; 
With wings of snipe* and wild cat* skin 
Her hardy tribes the waters thin. 

Bright yellow ribs these two. 

The hare lugs from the sloetfaom flies. 
Illustrious parents ! claim their rise. 

To trouts a fatal breed : 
And with the rfder fly come on. 
Somewhat before kind April's moon. 

And on the sloethom feed. 

The dark brown next in course appears. 
Nor spring's severest weather fears. 

Its comrade the light brown ; 
With ture*8 face or the fox 'tis dress'd. 
With hackles from the gorecock's breast, 

A copper nb' its-own. 
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Hie light browD dress'd with young hare> &ce, 
A rib of yellow silk does grace. 

And motU'd partridge* wing. 
Neither of these e'er fail to kill. 
Reign in the heart of April, 

And from the oak tree spring. 

At the same time with speckl'd wing% 
Of partridge, the small copper ^rings. 

Of parentage unknown : 
(The reddish brown in miniature) 
And 'mongst the oak Aj's thickest shower. 

The tronts allure alone. . 

On the same line in friendship's tie. 
Must hang the followiog fatal fly. 

Its parents too conceat'd ; 
Brown wings, red hackles, body brown, 
And ydlow ribs combin'd, o'er run 

With death the watery field. 

The black and redily next take place, 
Sprung off the oak fly's royal race. 
Soft black dog's hair combin'd. 
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i^ith red swine's down, and dark snipe^ wings, 
A red silk rib : this early clings. 
Unto the oak tree rind. 

The hlack and yellow next, its mate. 
Draws up its trtuns in princely state, 

Spmng from the red and black : 
Soft black dog's fur, and hare's leg dyed 
Of yellow hue, adorn'd with pride. 

Its rib of yellow make. 

But, not to tire the t-eadier's eye. 
With repetitions much too dry. 

Of dubbings various hue ; 
Such'kinds, as are already known, 
We^n barely hiiit at, and pass on 

To such as yet are new. 

Though first the various stains we'll tell. 
And various fiirs that most excel 

In mixtures when they're dyed 3 
Swine's down, seal's fur, and soft moe's hair, 
Tame rabbit's skins, lamb's tails prepare, 

With hare's hiud legs beside. 
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BrowD, ydlow, blae, with puiple bloomy 
Copper uid red conspire the doom 

Of many a fated trout ; 
With dunnish yellow, reddish brown. 
Orange, dark copper rarely known. 

Will make your cargo out. 

But let each various colour shine. 
And let each various far combine. 

The hard with softest h»r ; 
That in your mixtures you may place^ 
The soft among the hard with grace. 

Such as each fly shall wear. 

The blae and dunnish yettow moves. 
Next in th? train, from willow groves 

WiUj plover's speckFd wings j 
Blae rat, and yellow ribs prepare. 
With dunnish yellow tanner's hair, 

Th«sej(Hn'd produce great things. 

The copper fly n^ cuts a flash, 
Pescended from the mountain ash, 
L^nd. rail its wings supplies ; 
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Copper Well mix'd with purple hair. 

And orange rib 'tis known to wear, 

A beauteous race of flies. 

This with the blae and yellow's join'd, 
On the same, floats in the wind. 

Performs its office well : 
These with the former pair come on. 
The streams relentless over run. 

At th' end of April. 

The palm fly ushers in sweet May, 
Sprung from the sallo^ buds they say, 

From which it takes its name ; 
With white hair from the weezel's breast, 
With plover's wing and yellow dress'd, 

And ribs form'd of the same. 

At the same time the orai^ springs, 
Deck'd with the drake's white mottt'd wings, 

And joins in friendship's tie ; 
Dark copper mix'd with orange hair. 
And orange ribs 'tis known to wear. 

And stoops from elms on high. 
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The primrose near the ead of May, 
With troops bedeck'd in garments gay, 

Is from the primrose sprung : 
Bright yellow ribs, with yellow hair, 
And yellow mottl'd drake prepare 

Robes for the gay and young. 

Hast thoo ne'er seen in swampy ground, 
A field with yellow garlands crown'd. 

Composed of golden flowers? 
So with these flies adom'd IVe seen. 
Sweet Eden's streams (two woods between) 

In beauteous yellow showers. 

The black fly next, that first takes life. 
And feeds on hawthorn, falls down ripe. 

In showers the streams along : 
Blue ribs and black dog's hair apply. 
With blackbird's wings ; 'gainst troutswho's fly 

Draws up her negro throng. 

Thus 'gainst his foes the Prussian drew 
His body guard, the valiant few 
Who'd fight to latest breath : 
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Who, through the field.to fpread di^tatty. 
Were clad in soIeniD black array, 
The regiment of death. 

The black midge next with nimble pace 
And cocking wings, a dwindl'd race f 

Does ofl relentless kill : 
Sprung from the black fly's sooty breed 
And form'd like her, by some's decreed, 

To be the witch of Till. 

Then next the sand fly, wond'rous kind, 
In its right season you may And, 

Crawling on beds of sand i 
Light blue and black this fly adorn. 
Blue ribs and dark snipe' wings are worn, 

Of flies a curious band. 

This is a long small bodied fly, 
Its wings close to the body lie, 

And cross the deep it dives ; 
With the black midge it comes on near, 
(Of May who both draw up the rear,) 

Cuts short the trouts' sweet lives. 
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The holm fly n^t with varied grace. 
And dark snipe' wings in June takes place. 

Like destiny destroys ; 
Red ribs, with black uid blae, and red, 
Adorn this fly on holm trees bred. 

That thins the river's joys. 

The cream fly next adorns the train. 
And from the ash tree stoops amain, 

With yellow ribs around ; 
Witii light fox hair and squirrel's breast. 
Light sterling or thrush wings 'tis dress'd. 

At the end of June is found. 

The orange with her gandy tnuns. 
Sprung from the cow plats on the plains. 

Next ushers in July : 
With ribs and hair of orange hue. 
Its showers are pompous to the view. 

Rail feathers wing this fly. 

And last the ant fly's quaker garb, 
Emplys the hook's well pointed barb. 
With many a struggling trout : 
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Dark copper, orange, purple light. 
Rail wings, and orange ribs unite, 
TliiB makes the number out- 

This forms the rear and ends July, 
And is the industrioas ant turn'd dy. 

Her state relax'd from care: 
Like her its shape is short uneven, 
'Tia us'd, alike the former seven. 

Alone on angle hsur. 

Hast thou ne'er seen from off the stage. 
Actors retired, ag^n engage^ 

In the same scenes and place ? 
Just so, though disappear'd and gone. 
Return the gentle streams upon, 

These insects' varied race. 

Not that they all return again. 
Only the eight first flies step in. 

To bid a last adieu ; 
'Mong which the hackles brotra and blaes. 
With yellow ribs, the earliest please, 

Of all the farewell few. 
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Besides' thctee fliesi the art of maB^ 
Has joio'd to this detrtructtve plan; 

Many an artM sttare : 
'Mong which the golden ma^ots shine, 
Withwhkhyou u9eM;he longest-Hoe 

And fish with siAgle ht^. 

These r^gn>in Jritie, Jirfy, and May; 
With magic art the troirts betrayj 

When streams are very loir : 
Are got from carrion struck with flies. 
Which best in some moist 'corner lies, 

By which they largest groWi 

From tile domestic hen ronove. 
The embryo earnest of her loye, 

The promise of her brood : 
Eggs in the boiling caldron's beat, 
By more than native fire concrete. 

Will prove their proper food. 

First feed yonr maggots clean with bran, 
The laj^stttf the crawling clan, 
Then bid your yolks in day ; 
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Devdop'd from their gummy cell, 
Stript of their beauteous shapea shell. 

Their yellow heels display. 

Crash the gold orb and mince it small, 
l^t fair division reach them all, 

A wide mouth'd phial chuse; 
With hungry water's fragrant wave, 
The lucid vessel's inside lave. 

Here your new tenants house. 

Thus fed and thus prepar'd, your crew 
Soon wear the beauteous golden hue. 

The yellow yolk's gay shade : 
Bat soon they loose their reptile state. 
High diet spurs their alter'd fate. 

Id stifteu'd vest array'd. 

Maggots when Eden's tide is low. 
When his meak streams laborious flow, 

With interrupted course ; 
Fix'd to the barb of a blae fly. 
With skill unerring you may try. 

Good fortune's certain source..' 
C 2 
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This scheme, for so replete is skill. 
With various shifts, you'll mimic well 

With buck-skin thick aad new i 
Or, to the end of a black fly, 
A cottcn maggot neat apply, 

A scheme out done by few. 

The cod bait next, alluring art. 
Found in a husk's interior part. 

In any brook or rill ; ' 
Spreads dire dismay through every stream. 
For numerous conquests, ample theme ! 

Well knowing how to kill. 

Next under stones in streams you'll find. 
The parent of the May fly kind. 

An ugly creeping band ; 
These and the cod bait you may try, 
Or like a branling or a fly. 

And like success command, 

Buti like a fly when these yon use, 
Beneath a woodcock's wing you'll chnse. 
Light hackles that are large -, 
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Aud for the cod bait mottl'd drake, 
Or mottl'd tea! that's light will take. 
Alike the finny charge. 

The May Gy next, from creepers sprung, 
Leads up her vast gigantic throng. 

From beds of tumbling stone ; 
For this with all their art, mankind, 
A mimic proxy ne'er could find^ 

This reigns in May and June. 

Thrae, or like branling, or like 6y, . 
You may with like success a^ply. 

To take the scaly tribe ; 
The orange blaeand yellow join!d, ,- 
And creeper's wings with skill combin'cl. 

Nearly this fly describe. 

The ptur of palmer flies we'll shew. 
The first a body black does know, 

Which silver ribs adorn j 
About the cod bait's size 'tis found. 
And e'er with hackles brown around. 

Dark woodcock wingg are worn. 
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The next gold ribs and body brown. 
The lightest woedcock's wings her own. 

Must black cock hackle wear ; 
Then after turbid floods succeed, 
Destmction thin the scaly breed, 

A fatal killing pair. 

Another fly, the restless skill 

Of man has found, the trouts to kill, 

The insect-owl of night : 
The bustard, call'd a large white moth. 
Though some are white and.yellow both. 

Of trouts the evil spright. 

Alone nf all the .winged race. 
Unusual shades this insect grace. 

She has no peer beside ; 
For underneath her wings yon see, 
A colour darker in degree. 

Than on the upper side. 

White and deep yellow hair combin'd, 
Or white and orange neatly join'd, 
To mottl'd winga of drake ; 
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Or guinea feathers dark or tight. 
Black bodies, silver ribS unite. 
The bustardfly will make. 

This in July, or June, or May,. 

Rules o'er the streams with boundless sway, 

Spreads wide tremendous fate : 
When sol in ocean hides his head. 
Then you 'gin deal destruction dread. 

Nor end till midnight late. 

But as the waters are in size, 

So should in greatness be these flies. 

Adapted to the place : 
For Tweed you use a branling hook. 
Though here two sizes less have took. 

Sweet Eden's watery race. 

But e'en in Eden, when you try 

In the deep pools, with this night fly. 

The branling hook you use : 
And as the waters shallower are, 
A smaller hook adapt with care, 

And finer tackle chuse. 
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. In still deep rirers you must try. 
By bobbing with a well siz'd fly. 

Close by the vaulted brae i 
Or o'er a bosh, whose hollow root. 
Is rarely a large fin without. 

Here they securely stray. 

Or in still bums this art you use, 
Whose muddy waves the light refuse, 

Whose streams are thinly sown j 
These are a lai^ black, or brown, or blae, 
Well bush'd with hackles like the bee, 

Your tMis with sport will crown. 

The minew trolling next takes place. 
The minew deck'd with silver grace, 

A trout destroying bait ; 
or these the evening before. 
Lay in a full sufficient store, 

And fish till ntidnight late. 

'Tis troU'd or up or down the stream. 
As to the apgler right shall seem, 
Though cross the stream is best j 
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In sunmin'. 'gin to troll at se^eb. 
Nor end antil the hour eleven 
Has hush'd all earth to rest. 

The trouts upon the minnow prey^ 
In spring and autumn all the day. 

The time for trolling right j 
IBnt in July, or May, or June, 
When streams are shallow, prey alone 

On minnow in the night 

In eddies too, when the stream's conns 
Bends downwards, with resistless force* 

And its white waves flow high : 
Then, with the miuoow yon may troll. 
And thelarge plummet slowly n^. 

The graveley bottom nigh. 

For in a flood the tronts retire, 
The river's edges always nigher, 

T' avoid its rapid sway : 
And near the bottoni feed abont. 
For fnmi their lodge the flood tnnu ont 

The worms and other's prey. 
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Hence, wIhri fall'n tow eack swol'n pool> 
The trouts are what we call ikiod futi, 

And gorg'd with plenteous food : 
Which in the eddies beet they find. 
And cafaner sides, as left behind. 

The headlong flowing^ood. 

Thus, after storms large crowds we view, 
Form'd of the plnnd'ring fisher crew, 

A mercenary swarm, 
Watching the wreck's dispersing store, 
Toss'd by the tides upon the shore ; 

Themselves secure fran harm. 

The minnow, when the river's fraught 
With waves, is rarely to be caught. 

And shy to take the bait : 
Fed with the dainties of the flood, 
Dried herring skins are therefore good, 

This lure (o imitate. 

For this a long sbank'd hook you chase. 
And' sheep's wool for the stuffing use, 
Wtrich- forms the size and shape ; 
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Round this you lap a double cone. 
From herring's bellj cut alon«> 
The miunow's &^Eac| ape. 

Or let your salted minnows lie 

In heapi^ that they may slowly dry. 

They'll serve as bait a week : 
They serve in floods to troll for tronl. 
Nor these should anglers be wiUiout, 

Or have tiiem then to seek. 

Or when the minnow's not at hand. 
Such eels as fibber's ca<Gh in sand. 

To take the tribe marine ; 
(The fairer sand eel caird,) procure, 
And thus apply th' trout t' allure, 

Whea pinbh'd with hunger run. 

As the stream's deep or shallow, chusc 
The largestof your aMk, or those 

That are of smallest size ; 
Sever the head, to which apply 
A proper length of tail, which try, 

'T«iU take the ical^ priad. 
D S 
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Next in July, or June, or May, . 
The branling will the trouts betray. 

And quickly fill your creel ; ' 
When every stream is very low. 
And the weak ware can scarcely flow. 

The trouts keen hnoger feel. 

Thenv like the daring bull dog, they 
Dart at and seize the reptile prey, . 

Too late find out' the snare } 
For use such tackle as is fine. 
Also employ .the longest line, 

And fish with single hair. 

Or. op the stream, or down, or cross. 
The angler may his branling toss, 

Thoagh op we mostly throw j 
Because if streams are now so clear. 
That you must to the fish appear. 

If yon should toss bdow. 

For up the str»m the trout's head liesi 
That be may watch the floating flieSi 
M down the streams they flow j 
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Therefore «Toid to let them see 
Yoar npKc approach, lest they shoald fle^ 
And wisely shuD their foe. 

Yonr branling will, when trtdl'd aboat. 
Like miaoow takeUie hnogry trout. 

And catch his watchful eye j 
For trolling makes the worm appear 
To great tulvantage, in the clear 

Bright waters, where they lie. 

These, when the stars no longer AmCt 
With firiit Aurora use till nine. 

Resume your rod at four; 
Toyr sport pursue till far from sight. 
The sun retir'd bids sable night. 

With all her darkness lower. 

At brightest noon beneath the shade. 
The panting trouts are often laid. 

Half coTer'd by the stream j 
Seques^r'd from the scorching heat, ■ 
There yon may use your reptile baity 

And m^e your ptmtner team. 
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When ID tbeshBdes yon fish, gire w^. 
And yielt} the nibUing tront fuli plaj, 

Whene'ier yon feel him bite ; 
But upwards when your line yoii throw. 
And down the stream it mores cm slow^ 

Sbike wh» it «tops, hoM tight I 

Whene'er the branliog you would try^ 
With single hair, loiig line, likefl^. 

The wheel you will not need ; 
Fish with a rod, not wond'rous iine> 
Without a wheel, or else your line 

Will through the ringz recede. 

The tiMIe and iwd worms next lake |^e. 
The wbiteicao boast a copper gnic«. 

The red a rosy bloom^ 
When nicely scour'd ; these nobly serve,. 
AsbothtiiMr cdour-will pres»T^ 

And deal tO'trouts their doom. 

Fresh mtifls, toscovryour worms you use. 
Which from themossie moors you ehu^ 
Eithor the rtd or wfattej 
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Oh* Moh.As grows .''mong ^ady trees. 
But ffhicb.u>e'«ryoa.uBe, yo« sqoeeiM 
The water from it quite. 

Ripe salmon raw the trout will InrQ, > 
Which .with a-Uttle salt you, cure, 

fiat be it gently dried : 
From -the faH ealmon take your spawn,' 
This cross the stream like minnow's drawn. 

Or like tfae.branling tried. 

MorftsclmiDesavs by ignoble men 
Much us'd, benesth the poet's pen-, ~ 

Fit for the poaching tribe ; 
But rather cease to flow, my muse. 
Than stoop such abject themes to chuse, - 

Or such mean artsdescribe.- 

These like the lurking t^ef betray, ' 
Fly likethe owl from honest day, - 

And hide themselves at night; 
In darkest night these best succeed, 
The gloom adapted to the deed, " 

And skulk at dawning light 
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Tboagh some there are, tint boldly dire. 
Like highwaymen, in day appear, 

But like them lie conceal'd. 
From honest eyes and ne'er shew iace, 
Till opportanity and plac^ 

A friendly covert yield. 

But first well memorandams maki% 
Before we leaye the trout and take 

A farewell last sarrey ; 
For we have now with care enroU'd 
All Uk grand arts, that sportsmen hold. 

As honest as the day. 

That tronts in different seasons feed. 
At different times by all's agreed ; 

Which righdy not to.ka^w. 
Is, as without th* illumin'd spark. 
Of lamp, to grope amidst the dark. 

The road where you're to go. 

In early spring they only rise. 
Between eleven and two at flies, 
When sol the river mrms } 
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TheD tbta^eaehstreanij with bubbliQg,noise 
And eager search, the trout enjoys 
The flies* descending swarms. 

In later spring they *^n t* appear 
'Bent nine, the water's surface near, 

To watch the dropping fly ; 
For thai with ef^r search they crave;. 
This fav'rite food in midway wave. 

Which thence they quickest 'spy. 

Between eleven and twelve theiy sound 
A general retreat around. 

And to their hold retire ; 
Nor can the mimic fly destroy, 
Or e'er the station'd trout decoy. 

Until the time expire. 

Then abont two they 'gin to play. 
And wanton round in search of prey. 

Make the still river crawl : 
As when a shower of heavy rain. 
Spoils th' smooth water's' glassy plain, 

Tb&t yields' unto its fall.. 
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At length th^r feeding time it o\et, 
Aod ends a tittle after four, 

When flies to roostretfe^j, : 
But as the spring rolls on 'tis longer. 
When sol moves higher, ^iea are vtnMDg^. 

'Gins sooner and eiqid^ late.. 

Again in summ^- months they cist;,. . 
Right early in the morn at fliesi 

Or take the reptile prey ; 
In the cool mom at three begin. 
Nor end till nine or ten between. 

According to the day. 

And then ag^n at five, they take 
The lure, nor to their station mak« . 

Till near eleven at night ; - 
Bat change of weather may cut short. 
Or may prolong the time for sport, 

Which trial tells you right. . 

Eden for ever will abootul . 
In- trout, if on its banks, are found, 
Large woo4s the flies to breed > 
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Large woods to check the fisher's skill. 
In wDods for who can 6sh at will. 
Or as in plains succeed. 

%E or eight weeks beyond the rest^ 
The year-did tronts will stand the test 

Of aotDinD*s pinching cold ; 
For these from spawning yet are clear. 
Enjoy in ample health this year. 

As we're by record told. 

When the wind's high, rough flies yon chuse. 
When the day's calm the smoodi one's use. 

Each, in such weather besti 
Wb6n the day's clear a darker fly. 
When dark, a lighter one yon try. 

Let thus each kind be dress'd. 

Of the same sort, one dozen flies, 
Will serve th' adventurer that tries 

His fortune for the day : 
Three rough, three smooth, three dark, three hght. 
But when two different flies are right. 

Two dozen take away. 
£ 3 
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Trutt not in spring to single hair, 
But rather for your Qy prepare. 

Three that are small and round ; 
For oft the kipper salmon take 
Trout fly, and 'mong them haTOck tnake, 

Then in the streams abound. 

The waters now are not so clear. 
As to require a single hair. 

But tackle strong and good : 
For, at this season, largest trout 
Leave the deep pools, and roam about 

Through streams, in search of food. 

In spring the gentlest streams yon seek. 
For then the trouts are always weak. 

And hither all resort ; ' 
Or at the foot of one that's strong. 
The feeble trouts will often throng. 

And these afford much sport. 

But in the summer when they're strong, 
*Tis e'er tlie briskest streams along. 
Where the ware boils op high : 
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In the deep torrent's rugged course, 
Where it rolls on with boist'rous force. 
There will the largest lie- 

Fish not in pools, but when the wind 
Its deep impressions leaves behind, 

And makes their waves roll high : 
Which, if but calm and slightly hurls 
The heavy wave along in curls. 

Then lightly drop your fly. 

To every fly make cocking wings, 
Except what from the sand bed springs. 

Whose wings lie flat along : 
For this ne'er mounts in air, but dives 
Across the deep for sport, and live* 

The sandy shores among. 

This rule in trout flies be your guide. 
From nature's footsteps never slide. 

But follow close her track ; 
Revers'd in salmon flies your skill. 
Nature unites with art at will, 

Just as the fish will take. 
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The parts Uut form the shape and siee 
Of all the difTerent sorts of flies, 

That lure the cautions trout. 
Are first the ribs, the wings> the head, 
Which to a proper Body wed. 

The tail will do without. 

Upwards not far, and cross the stream* 
Your trout fly throw, and let it swim 

Downwards, and cross again : 
For the right natural-fly that takes, 
liops never near the edge, but maket 
rAdowu the watery plain. 

Kind nature thas with tender care. 
Throws more within his reach sach far^ 

As the shy trout approves : 
And not to cloy his subtile fast. 
Aside the che^ neglected rest. 

From his nice eye removes. 

The fiy whose season's gone, oft poura 
Upon the streams in crowding showers^, 
Which not a trout will own ; 
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Bnt then with curious watchful eye. 
You'll find amongst them some new tiy, • 
That will your labout% crowa. 

Quickly successive different ilies. 
Id a warm season will surprize. 

The angler unprepar'd ; 
For when the spring's cold ripping breez«i 
Snubs their first budding parent trees. 

It checks the insect herd. 

Some kinds amimg tiie water flies 
There are, at which the trouts ne'er rise. 

Which here we sha'nt describe ; 
Kind nature thus with bounteous will. 
Blinding maokiod, lest they shouldikitt 

Too much the scaly tribe. 

In season right each hardy fly, 

The angler's creel will best supply, . 

When north or east wind; blow : 
For be the weather what it will. 
The proper hardy fly will kill 

When streams are free from snow* 
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When in strong streams where large (roots lie. 
You 68h, there briskly play your fly, 

At which they boldly bound; 
So furious at the pitfall's bait. 
The lioD springs, but finds too late. 

His pris(»i in the ground. 

But when for trouts of smaller size 
You try, then slowly play your flies 

The gentle streams along'; 
As Fabius, by delays brought low. 
Reduced to total overthrow. 

The Carthaginian throng. 

A hollow brae, or large tree root, 
Or tumbling stones, are rare without 

Trouts of the largest size : 
When drought each stream has dwindl'd low. 
There lightly your clear branlihg throw. 

Thence hawl the scaly prize. 

Then a long shallow stony pool. 
With some few deeps, is mostly full 
Of trouts, from streams retir'd ; 



D„:,iP<.-jM,G00glc 



M 

Hers wilii tiie Imuding /ou wfll Sflitf^ 

When brisldy Uows Ibe Qpllmd wtnAj 

VnAi qxpt till y«ft are fir'd. 

Sach streaaut as hvre a gnn«l bed, 
Ate gentb and »« imiplj ckd 

With tumbling stones all o'er; 
These Jbotb in spring, and if they're de^. 
In sanmer too, are sure to keep 

Of trottk a plenteOns irtore. 

Let tro^fly dabbing dways b« 
Compos'd as coloors right agree. 

Of short and thickly hair : 
With ^rter soft baip okK cbinbin'd^' 
The colonrs as reqirir'd wdl joined. 

Which yon before p'qpare. 

Below a stream and Oft above, 

A str^^Ung stone by torrents dsoK, 

Presents a curl below : 
Thefe or the branling, or die fly. 
As you shsill either <ihnse to try. 

You m»y with sKoess throw. 
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Still many 6De 9{>un scfaenies tbere are,' 
To tokd the river's finny tare,' 

'Mong which the midges shine'; 
But when these dwarfs of nature reign, 
The maggot' or the branling then ~ 

Will bestemploy your line.' 

The salinon next my pea emj^oys " 
Source of the'grand tumultuous joys, ' ■ 

That none but anglers know: 
For him the various flies we'll tell 
The various lures that most excel,: 

Spread death where 'e'ertfiey go. 

Salmon with early qmng come in. 
In their ripe season iBrst begin, 

When the hills cast their snow : 
When genial rains from frost severe, 
And chilling snow the rivers clear. 

And bid the green herb grow. 

Their season ends, when the gay mead 
Beneath the mower's scythe 'gins shed * 
Her grassy honors due : 
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When rich July adorns Ihe face 
Of pregnant earth,.in.Doblest grace. 
Each annual^review. 

Nature's attentive care you'll find, . . 
. AJiketo .trout and salmon kind. 
In grsuiting various food; 
The lesa confin'd is mimic art, 
Here apes not nature's every-parti 
Nor follows close her road. 

The angler for the salmon tries, 
A larger gandier.race of ilies 

Than those to trout assign'd: 
Their ampler.size a fuller Care, 
Requiring and more beanteons care 

Of nature ever kind. 

Bees, wasps, and larger humble bees, ■ 
Hornets and motbs, and. beetles please. 

The salmon's greedy eye : 
At, hairy wormsaiid butterflies,. 
Of every kind they'll also rise, 

Aiid at the dragon fly. 



D„:,iP<.-jM,G00glc 



But first Am ikia fliea (maittr-pieae . . 
or art }) your toA and line raUaae, 

From long inactive rest : 
This is the iofant salmon fry, 
'WHch lUie a miqnoir yon mvit try, 

'Mong die* the first and bast. 

This like the mtnoow's mimio make 
With short stomp wing* of motki'i^ drakes 

Whioh for its &iu serve weU: 
Or, from the haddock's back the skint 
Of sable hoa> ihi^ like a fin, . 

It will not fail t' exoeL 

Next to thisfly dspoktanoe pl^oc. 
On the large hwable bee's gay ntce. 

The salmon's dreadful foe : 
With these yon always wiU succeed, 
When &om tha mud your streams ape. freed. 

An^ wh^ dw ri?ar's low. 

For when the river's de^ aod whit% 

The gaudiest coioure t^en unite. . ■ 

And from the largest fliea) 
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Always observe the stream the day. 
When light make dtffl^ when dork make gay, 
When deep enlarge tliar size. 

But here, before we &rtber go, 
The many different paits we'll shew. 

That form the salmon fly ; 
Lest the blmd notice toil in vain. 
Unravel all his flies again^ 

And frnitlcBs methods try. 

The smgle body, wings and head. 
To hackles and a tail ligbt wed. 

One sort of fly compose ; 
Or double body rijs^y grac'd, 

WiA hackles 'tween du rilM weU idac'dk 
Their vaiaeuB tuttwre wbm*. 

But in the tatter sort ne'er fail. 
To make the body next the tafi. 

Much smaller than the other; 
Unless it be in gaudiest flies. 
Then it may needy rencb the sis* 

Of th' abore elder Woiher. 
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Alwaj(s as darker grow your flies, 
Solet the second body's size. 

Accordingly decrease; 
Shorter and shorter let it be, 
Till in the flies, ofieast degpee. 

Id a mere tail it cease. 

And when your flies are rery small. 
Remove bright ribs, gay colours all, 

Unless their tail t! adorn : 
For in all salmon flies we And, 
And most the humble bee's gay<kind, 

Thattaib are ever woni. 

Again your apparatus here. 
Shall in its. order allappear ; 

This mustrbe cull'd with-skill : 
Before the various parts you join, 
Or rude materials combine, 

The .scaly clans to kill. 

For wiugs dark mottl'd drake ne'erfiailj 
Or tame or wild, and turkey tail, 

That's slightly tipp'd witii white ; 
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Or turkey widely ribb'd with brown. 

And buzzard- red witii guiiiea-<:r6wD, 

Tbe featber'd car^o quite. 

Then a large stock of black dog hair. 
With hackles from the cock prepare. 

White, red, and brown, and black : 
With seal. hair.yellow dyed and" blue, ' 
Orange and red-, and every "hue. 

That, salmon ei^r take, i 

And first in early spring you try,' 
When the stream's deep, a gaiidy fly. 

One of the largest size : 
Of which with care we'll fen describe. 
Of salmon flies the largest tribe, 

At which they eager rise. 

On the. same hook ain equal share 
Of black and orangeyou prepare, 

To form this double fly ; 
The black a hackle black will crown. 
The orange best a hackle brown, 

A yellow' tail apply. 
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Browa turioey vriaga fait tifq>'d with wbtte. 
And ydlow sbouldcni last nnite, 

With hadde black combis'cl'v 
Or let the yellow shoalder be 
Grounded with Uack, 'twill righfc wgnm. 

To form Ifcitfly yoa'll fiad. 

A larg* black body nect is wont. 
With hackks black gold ribi adenit 

Black tiulccy t^p'd witb wkita ; 
One third its length of orange hue, 
Hackl'd with browa, and yeUow tntf 

Its tail wiM foim. ari{^. 

Bladt faftcUc^ body large atfd Uack, 
To which one third its lengtb yon make, 

A yellow dress'd with Iwown 
Hackle, to which black turkey wing, 
That's aiightly t^p'd with white in tpriag, 

The angler's toils will crown. 

Alike siz'd bodies black and brown. 

The last a hackle brown is known. 

The first a black t* adorn : 
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To which ayellowtwl you join. 
It serves wben streamsthough deep are fine. 
Red buzzard wings are worn. 

The flawing six U^ck bodies large. 
With hackles black, the scaly charge, 

With equal art expose : 
Their orwge'hfdves and y«llow crown. 
Always with dy«d cock hackle brown. 

Which we'll describe no more. 

The first gold ribs, dark mottl'd drake; 
To which one fourth of yellow make, 

A yellow tail anite ; 
The next one fourth of orange bearaj 
Brown turkey wii^s it also wears. 

That's tipp'd with black and white. 

The Bext gold rib with turkey black. 

That's tipp'd with white, the white root make. 

One fourth of yellow join: 
The next blaick turkey tipp'd with wl^te. 
To which a yellow fifth Unite, 

And orange tul Dombine«- 
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The next a fifth of yeHow ^ews^ 

Btaok tarkey tipp'd with white €«mpoBe, 

Its fatal killiog wing ; 
Then ribs of gold, dark niogs of drake. 
To which an orange fifth W0 make, 

A killing fly in sprhig. 

Ten middle a^mon flies take place, 
And with less pomp, more modest gnu^ 

In tater spnng af^iear ; 
Apply (he hackles as before. 
Of which we'll make no mention more. 

Recital dulls tiie ear! 

Large bodies Mack the f<cdlowing foar 
Have, with black hackle cover'd o'er, 

' Of which no notiice here; 
First yellow third, and yellow tail. 
Brown turkey tipp'd with white ne'er ^1 
To make its worth appear. 

Next bloek and bixtwnfleek'd tnrkey ^ew. 
With yellow third a powwful foe, ■ 
Round orange tail adjoin'd j 
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Then tnrlray- fleck'd with black and hrovm. 
Which with a yellow fourth will crown, - 
The angler's toils he'il Had- 

Round onpge tail one fourth the same, 
Without a hackle spreads her famei 

Dark wings of drake prevail : 
The following three hare bodies black. 
The first dark wings of mottl'd drake. 

Of orange a round tail. 

The next dark mottl'd drake wings grace. 
Whereon round yellow tail you place. 

No double bodies here ; 
The last with yellow tai> that's round, - 
Whose mottl'd drake wings often sound 

Stem death's approach too near. 

Black body <next with hackle brown, 
A gaudy orange tail her own. 

Her wings of teal ne'er bil : 
Then body brown and backJe black. 
Of turkey black and brown wings mak<^ 

Conclude with yellow -tail. 
G 2 
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"Last yellow body hackle blacky 
Round tail of gaudy orange make, 

Black tnrkey tipp'd with white : 
And now smalt salmon flies take place. 
Of which the parts of four we'll trace. 

And end the salmon flight. 

Browii hackle, body black will take. 
With orange tail, dark mottl'd drake. 

Such as for gilse the hook : 
Brown body, hackle black adjoin'd. 
Dark teal, round orange tail combined, - 

Large salmon oft have took. 

Black body, hackle black may grace. 
Round orange tail, the next in place, 

Dark mottl'd wings of drake ; 
Then tipp'd with white black turkey's worn. 
Black body hackles black adorn, 

Round yellow tail for*t make. 

The humble bee^s gay race excel 
AH other flies, and answers well 
The angler's year around ; 
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Therefor^ in silence will we pass, 
Tlie flies of every other class. 

That on the streams abound. 

Tor what's not needfol shall not here, 
By long description interfere. 

To tire the reader's eye : 
We'll sach successfnl methods tell. 
In practice, as ne'er fail t' excel, 

The rest with hints pass by. 

As, with the minnow's silver grace. 
You try t' allure the trout's shy race. 

By trolling cross the stream : 
So, with a trout of smallest size, 
The angler for the salmon tries, 

For sport an ample theme. 

Or failing this, the sand eel use. 
Which of the largest sort you chuse. 

Reduce to proper size : 
By taking from the midst a piece. 

For the two halves are join'd with ease. 
At this they'll eager rise. 
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When St the lure tbe salmon ris^ . 
Their plunge impriuts a drea^ surprize 

And strikes au awful feaf i 
Into a bulge the waters swell, 
And with a grumbling noise foret^ 

Th' approaching salmon near. 

They take their prey, then downwaFdstum, 
Just shew their tails, m hich lashing spurn 

The deep, as they descend : 
Such was the grumbliug noise through air. 
When Pluto came to seize bin fair. 

Bade earth in chasms seoA.- 

So Thetis rose to see her son. 
Before beleaguer'd Troy was won ». 

The waves in rising curls. 
The swelling surge bespoke her near. 
And when retiripg clos'd the rear. 

With gulping eddyii^ whirls. 

When the strong salmon e'er yon raise. 
If you'd for dext'rous skill win ^jcaise. 
Start not when he is near : 
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But let faita tak« your fly and tarn. 
Then sidewayi strike, in vain he'll spurn, 
But upwards rtrike not e'er. 

- In pleasaiit Eden you'li ne'er find, 
Good salmon fishing, but in wind, 

For here no streams are found : 
VaSess wb«a in the Weir is made, 
A breach by torrents lerel lud. 

And even with tiie grijuod. 

Then in its rapid streams j^ou try. 
With trolling or the burabee fly,, ''■ 

Adapted to the stream : 
And as in Tweed use all your ski!!. 
Trying the liltdiest parts aft will. 

As right to yott sh^l seena. 

Near Eden's mouth, vihere his streams join. 
And with the salt wave close combine. 

By the tide's boundless sway, 
In ApriJ, srfmon will resort ; 
When the tide ebbs afford much sport. 

By late or early day. 
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Hooking, my pen must next employ. 
Sure source o( rariegated joy. 

When die day's calm and brigfat : 
Then nicely search the salmon's hold. 
Which oft the rising bells unfold. 

And oft the fish in eight. 

Then mnst the waves be vonderous clear, 
Throagh which the ulver fish i^pear. 

From far onto the eye : 
Which if distnrb'd, and more away. 
Quickly retire, their flight they'll jtay, 

Betnra again and lie. 

If afar off your salmon lie, 

Then to a shank that's long ^ply* 

A hook that's large and strong : 
Which, like a fly, with rod and wheel. 
And Hoe when us'd, does often deal 

Death to the silvec throng. 

And when you use the shank that's loi^, 
Be the end hoop'd to make it strong. 
There let a hole be made : 
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In this you fix your hook, who^sttiy 
Is not long there, but slides away. 
With the swift fish betray'd. 

But if they lie near hand, then chuse 
A short small hazel, which yon use. 

Unto the hook well tied : 
This, when the fish is tir'd, will pop 
Above the circling ware its top. 

The humbler of his pride. 

Where e'er you chuse, you need not fail ~ 
To book the fish, or in the t&il. 

Or back, or fins, or head : 
But in the belly if he's caught. 
Or near the heart, your sport is nougbit, 

For then he'll soon be dead. 

If through his heart, with aukward hand. 
Your hook you draw, awhile he^ll stand 

Stunn'd with the deadly blow : 
Then, like the lightning's rapid coarse. 
Springs forward with resistless force. 

But soon yields to his foe. 
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In April, or the mooth of May, 

The salmoQ smelts with boundless twaf. 

Possess the river round : 
Wheo these bare gain'd an ample' size. 
Reach 'd near the sea, then gaudy flie» 

To take them best are found. 

These wittun half-a-year become 

The well siz'd gilse, though you'll find some 

That floods have left behind. 
Ne'er reach the size of gilse, because 
Their spawning far out-stretch'd the laws 
, Prescrib'd the salmon kind. 

These, when the floods come seldom down. 
In swarming multitudes are sown. 

Where dams the waves back turn : 
And, if 'tis long before they gain 
Their annual visit to the main. 

As whitlings they return. 

The ^lse> when salmon 'gin to spawn. 
And from their stiver hne«f^|ftU'n, 
To that of rnnet brown : 
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The gilse in order then take place, 
About July, for silver grace. 

And beauteous shape well known. 

For these you use the smallest size 
Of the three sorts of salmon flies. 

But dress'd of gaudier hue : 
For which the salmon's largest kind 
Of flies, if mimic'd well, you'll find 

Give sattsfaotion due. 

For gilse, with minnow, or with trout 
Of smallest size, yon troll about. 

In the streams rapid sway : 
Or with the sand-eel rightly prnn'd. 
Your toil's reward will e'er be found, 

A bright appearing prey. 

The whitlings in the streams resort. 
And more or less coutribnte sport. 

The angler's year around : 
These, when they're hook'd, form many a ring 
Around you, and with action spring 

From out the river Iwand. 
H 2 
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Dress'd on -a braoliDg hoc>k will do. 
The salmon flies of every hue, 

That we've above display'd ; 
These on the hook all fish excel. 
At the rich banquet bear the bdl. 

To epicures convey'd- 

And last we'll mention once for all, 
That whetiier middle, gre^t, or $mfJl, 

Flies yon ^all ever use: 
Or for the salmon strong, or else 
For whitling, or the nlver gilse. 

The humble bee e'er chuse. 

Long practice has its merit pror'd, 
A fly by angers well belov'd. 

Dread foe to salmon kind t 
Though many other flies take place. 
That lure the salmon's silver rabe,. 

But thb the best we fihd. 

Next the voracious pyke takes place. 
The greediest of the river's race, 
Wolf of the river height: 
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For him the various flies we'll shew, . 
The various lures that best they know, . 
And chiefly take their sight. 

For him these mimic flies yon cliuse. 
The duckhng, goldfinch, or the mouse. 

Moth, frog, or butterfly : 
Or with the -gaudiest wings combine 
Hackles, with various hues that shine. 

To which ^y jmk apply. 

Alt the young ite^Iings of each kind 
Of fowls,- which on the banks you find, 

or rivers, build and breed: 
For oft^ in winds wrought up, the air 
Dislodges their young tender care. 

On which pyke eager feed. 

For pyke the following wings you use, ' 
And to each fly, as you shall chase. 

Adapt them with just skill : 
The ends of peacock, bittern, drake, 
Turkey and pheasant, hawk, and make 

A gaudy tail at will. 
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The tail of goldfinch or the jajr, 
Greeo, blue, or red cock hackles gay, 

Or yellow answer right : 
Peacock, woodcock, or the rail, 
Gorecock, or pheasant, or the quail, 
f Or tufkey tipp'd with white. 

The duckliag's body yellow woo)> 

Its back with small drake featiiers full, - 

For wings lightenqttl'd drake : 
Its yellow belly mmd leave rare, 
With a small drake set^^e and there, . . 

The duckling fly will make. 

The mouse with hawk wii^ ribb'd with blue. 
For wings, its taj^ of sadder hue, 

Form'd of a black and brown : 
With double cone of mouse skin make 
Its body, which the pyke will take^ 

With eager eye is known. . . 

Gudgebn\wid minnow too, like fly, . . 
Or trout, or sand-eel, you may try ; 
But when they take, give way : 
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And let them to their holds retreatj 
There let them all their plunder eat, 
Completely gorge their prey. . 

Then from his hold the victim hawl. 
And, to his aid lest he should call 

The neighbouriDg roots around ; 
Keep a look out with watchful eye. 
For he'll each likely effort try, 

E'er he be Tanquisb'd found. 

Bat would'st thou havt.thy bait last long, 
Uninjur'd by the biting throng ? 

Employ the river eel ; 
Which you must e'er divide in two. 
Whose strong tough skin of silver hue. 

Their bites will scarcely feel. 

For eels your numerous night lines lay. 
When sol retreating hides the day, 

In clouds and sable night : 
For these strong tackle yon prepare, 
Or wire or links of horses' hair, 

Which do not twist too tight. 
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But, lest the eager trout you take. 
And 'mong their breeders havock make. 

Apply the followiog bait : 
Or limpets from some rocky shore. 
Or silver saod-eels in large store. 

For eets a noble treat 

And, when the sand-eel e'er yon use. 
Those of the smallest size you chuse. 

And thus with skill prepare ; 
As 'tis in length so yon divide. 
Or into three or four, beside. 

The head not worth your care- 
Where Elden j<»ns the briny flood. 
There flounders that delight in mud. 

Or sand to hide their head. 
In endless multitudes resort j 
When flows the tide afford much sport. 

If right your lines are laid. 

Of these some adepts six employ. 
With each twelve hooks ; and to d»»>y. 

The flounder sand-eels try; 
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Or ttie sumU ffhking ft<R prephf d» 
Hrst split, then fnto inches shar'd. 
Either of which appty- 

And as the tide still Mgtier 'Awm, 
Still higher the ftdrettturer goes. 

And upwards briskly roves } 
For e'er the last ia rightly laid. 
The first its proper thne has staid. 

Which higher he ranoves. 

But» wiUi least fobour, best reward, 
To full one hundred yards tie hard 

A buoy at each extreme ; 
Then hook and bait it well; atut throw. 
When the rvde tide begins to flow. 

The wh(^ into die stream. 

You will la ttnAheta rivers find. 
Instead of trout fall inany a kindj 

Inhabit their slow waves; 
These wi^ thAif numbers ('mong ^ rest^) 
&»wd Ins, lovdietft nymph <md best ! 

Tbeae with her Weeds she saves. 
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*Mong which the chub (for size the chief) 
Beneath a bosh seeks dear relief 

From toil, by sluggish rest: 
Or at the tail of some high weed. 
You'll often find him on his feed. 

For him the black fly's best. 

The chub affords but little play. 
And all his strength soon falls avay, 

Though *t first-he struggles hard : 
For you must keep him from the weed. 
Where he'll attempt to hide his.head. 

And 'gainst his efforts ward. 

And n^ the barbel, cowardly fin ! 
Is sure to hide himself within 

Some hollow brae's recess : 
Thence may the diver hawl the spoil, 
Reward with multitudes bis toil. 

And all his labours bless. 

The well ann'd perch you'll next allure. 
With worm, which in clean moss you scour. 
With sheet lead next your hook i 
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This through the opening weed you drop. 
Upward! by turns and downwards- pop. 
By which they're easiest took. 

Perehi in black waters best you find. 
And ditches that are left behind 

The overflowing flood : 
There near ^e banks among the weed. 
This cowardly tribe 'securely feed 

On worms or other food. 

The dace, with black midge, next is caught. 
With which the Isis is full fraught. 

But chuse a windy day : 
No other. £sh will here take fly. 
Though you may. still successful try. 

Their other fav'rite prey. 

The roach you'll take with unbak'd bread. 
Or paste stain'd with vermillian red. 

The pea's near shape and size : 
This 'mong them will destructioD makc^ - 
And when they're in the humour take 

The silver scaly prize. 
I 3 
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Kcitt kbe ttuU Wajr in silver gracvk. 
Clm^9 lsi» wK^ ber nuiDcroHs cact, 

Aad i(Mts- Ae stir^De ndar; 
These with the maggot are allar'd. 
With wfeeaten hBtaaad^gg's jto1fcciiB'4 

The Miflff il ri beat •ppoB. 

BtU, idHea fof ooMth <w Ua^ ytw Iiqp, 
Th' alturaig mbok'bait first af^lj^. 

For buy loose gKUM yon liiniv : 
For roach with ctaj combine your gruna, 

Thiuy<Air'kmQaaieFaitt«i«^ ' ' 
H is. g^pemy- lodgs Wlur.. 

The rufryonta]nliiB»|»arafa withi wmn. 
This boostethe pwch'tpertect fenn. 

But DOt ite beautoMia Jibe s 
For in the muddiest pools 'tis found, 
Aodi tabes' ite. coiiMr fboift the gvoand^. 

Io:tuta eaoaU'diby few; 

Xit^graTi'lly >oftton» nut yoa-ti)^ 
(Hem'thenioe^gu^oomahvays-U*)' ' 
With wonM'WelliaoeW'diwitb moss: 
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Your KumcHt hare. ttieptauncfs ww^t. 
By ii4ficfc you drag Ihe nptfle bftit. 
The grflv'Hy bottom grim. 

la' laip lu'er a trawt tiMy kuov. 
Its slaggisb iFarei iatroatsaf<»ej 

The pyke too here abound. 
To l«ovt9 as tntiwf } tbcAgft* hewv 
The strafi^Inig troalM aomatiaie tippem, 

■ ^9m iwigltbflvrifig pon^ aFeund. 

Here nttnre^ft e»e' we fAasoAy ine&. 
She guatcb^iiBpMlM «nrary P»es 

That haunts the rivers deep : 
Bids the gag* troati seelt sal» resoHTcef, 
In tbe smft' rtieam's iia^Btless foneir, 

And'Aere laastotien keep. 

Bids ahiieM every odier Vmd 
In the moist s1uggi^WHlera.AH4 

Secure desir'd retreat j 
There en lhe< naneleflCeff weenf. 
They by thcsF too dtrfmc^nr seed; 

To tttHitiB^vttHi^og heat. 
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Bids the swift trout by . instinct chase, .' 
Lest her lov'd ofispring she -would looser ^ 

The gravel-bed's recess : 
There her ripe spawn she hides secure. 
Her well-fledg'd multitudes .thence pour,: 

And all fa^ labours bless. 

For should not tronts their embryo hide, ' 
In the deep grav'Uy bed's inside. 

The streams would wash't away : 
And should they haunt the sluggish wave. 
The other tribes would never save 

Their spawn, to trouts aprey. 

Salmon and b'out alike conceal 

Their helpless spawn, lest it should feel ,: 

Th* effects of hunger keen ; 
For both respectively will prey. 
On their own spawn if wash'd away, ' 

And if by «therseen. 

Hence in still ponds-trouts never breed> . ' 
Unable to preserve their seed. 

From each rapacious troot : . . 
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For here nograv'Uy beds are found, 
Beiag moMly form'd in clayey groand> 
Wheresooa the spawn's found out. 

. All pyke arts have before been dmira. 
Except tbat^when they'go to spawn. 

They .bask the surface nigh: 
Then may the skilful -marksman kill, 
The pyke with dext'rons eye at will, 

When as asleep they lie. 

The cast net heregiveaample sport. 
Where gather'd fish in crowds resort. 

At many a place are us'd ; 
For, with. the angle here and fly, 
With almost mdless toil yon try. 

Your patience quite;abus'd. 

In rapid Swale though sown but thin, 
I're seen.the burbot, curious fin ! 

The slipp'ry eel's compeer. 
Like her in every thing but shape. 
These from the angler's arts escape. 

But the sly night lines fear. 
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The gnyttngstttb u Swale KMrt^ < 
Gire te tiieangler plcoteoas sport. 

If hs right.ffiet jm^iw : 
But ia the Humber most abound. 
From -wiienoe motfaer nuke tfaey've fouhd. 

And He tfw uraber** then. 

The Tftriom tedde nact we^ flbeir» . 
Which every mg^ osghttoknair^ 

To make his «h>c^ c(Mn|del«-i 
For he, who on another's skill 
Depeodsi irittae-er hii qaota MI, 

Nw compus wooden gm^ 



lo the 03C ladder's large r 

Hoard .311 your imi^neute, tint dncM 

Your 6ie8,.and ereiy luie^ 
Feathers and dubbings, hooks and hair. 
There dtey'll bepoeiwrr'd wiA care, 

RudetiiBB'fl atteeka ondore. 

Round burs for fidung abnqrs chn^» 
For fl»t ones itnbharoly re£nBe« 
To Jinn IB fncodri^'s tks 
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And when us' A single, j^itMring shew 
Too mnch tiw chr^frta) wave below, 
Unto the tpoat's nice eje. 

To stain white hain a water Mae, 
These two ingredioHs right agree, 

In joat proportion joio'd: 
Uth&ig^ and argii two to one, 
&nooth marble pnlTeriz'd upon, 

Bf boiling well, oombin'd. 

Yon may in equal shares, tibese two 
Combine, with Adl two quarts titey'li do. 

Of water »c& and cleanj 
Thb mixtwe )nA your ban among, 
As yon shall chos^ or short or long, 

01 these cztreiaes between. 

When for the salmon yon shall try, 
mUier by trcdfing, or the fly, 

Whne braes on either hand 
Prevent yonr lauding to a yard; 
Of hazel a lai^ hook tie hud. 

To pluck your fish to land. 
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Thii»teD>linKD|Mt«|>pM'> . 
When fwtbe cDntinu <w»t Jtrn try. 

Unto a sVaf^ ibftt's sbort; 
About the midst of which you bind 
A leather belt, which Hliag btihwd . 

Your s|>puld«r> wbtB 7o« iport. 

Your angle? e>p mwt fwittted be, . 
Lest their .light oohwr <uh shouU n^ 

And % kIwhcV tbejr niK>v< i. 
Lest frequent damps the wood should taint. 
And rot^ l^fins* 's^issfc nfaicb paint 
. AbwwHW.wiUpretB. 

Brown i«))b«i!. TitmkwUti^ niilnd. 
Which l««)gateaf*rt, t^med 

With $11, »»d mix Men w»tt : 
This forms the first ; when ivory blaclc, 
Red-Iea^„and^tno]r«httB^.wUiBJB]M . 

ThesecqiMlpfwHeiifMl. -. 

WouM you in ipAs^ itimmt Doniw 
Your sport ? vbjt;. )>>V> pC 9llll>B«t biK, 
The wilnrt >vid> will ftnu I 
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Which as you'd light op dwli prepare* 
In the boil'd mixtaro l«t your kur 
Or short or Itng* Kmam. 

Last, if for skill you'd raise your Maine, 
And wish to be ehroU'd by fame, 

A matchless artist height : 
Let the trae uigle be your oarc, 
For with bad rods you'll pooiiy fare. 

That do not spriiijf aright. 

For this oar native bote' tree use. 
Which free Irom knots be sure to oliuse, 

A thing not easy found : 
In quarter cleft this must be sawn. 
And then together closdy drawn. 

With oord^ M tavastd. 

When thus its laid a year, radnca 
The whole to planks, that it to ase 

The sooner be prepar'd : 
Another year will season quite. 
And bring your ptanks to temper right. 

When they may all b« squar'd. 
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Let your holm planks adopted be. 
ReapectiTely to each degrjee 

Of thick;ne68, as design'd : . 
Whether for branliog or the fly. 
Or for the gilse or whitling try» 

Or for the sahnon kind. 

Or quarter aod half, or half alone. 
And 'tween the half and qui^r one. 

Or e'en a quarter di:aw, - 
Or the whole inch ; thongh when but green 
Your holly, cut the inch between. 

Or inch or two inch saw. 

When an inch plank or square you'd saw, 
A two inch line you first must draw. 

Which after cut between ; 
And thus divide, letting each end 
Differ in thickness, for which toid _ 

Your line from off the mean. 

When all your squares are ripe for use, ^ 
The largest into small reduce, 

As each yonr rods shaJL need.} | 

I 
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Square oat the whole with jiutest art. 
That to adraatage every part 
May as you'd wish sacceed. 

Your tops you may with little pain, 
Kgbtly reduce with the flat plun. 

Of every proper size: 
Then the four angles with a file. 
He may reduce, who carefully toil. 

And steady hand applies. 

Your bott<»ns next of knotless fir, 
' Whosestraightgrain'dplanksyouchusewithcare, 
And cut with sloping skill : 
For Uius you save your wood, though saw 
Uneven breadths, which yon may draw. 
For various use at will. 

You need not here the file apply. 
To make the angles smoothly lie, 

Flat plains are us'd alone : 
From the low root your slope begin. 
Which, and the top where join'd, let in. 

Their thickness both be one. 
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Last finish down the whole widi reed. 
Which &r esceU the marshy breed 

Of plants, ior roogheBt skjn j 
Though be your joints well fonn'd and glued. 
And well adapted all your wood. 

E'er the fine work begio. 

And now we've told each variow part 
Of angling, and display 'd each art 

That thins the watery plain : 
Thanks ! gentle Naids, for your aid, 
And tbon, fair muse, propitioos mud ! 

Thy liberty regain. 



North Shieldt : PritOfd ty J. K. Polbxk. 
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